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Pennsylvania Chapter
 
American Chestnut Foundation
 

.Dedicated to the Restoration of the American Chestnut Tree 

At the tum of the century the chestnut blight attacked the American Chestnut Trees and 
nearly wiped them out of our nation's forests. This fast growing, rot-resistant tree once domi­
nated our forests and furnished beautifully grained easily worked lumber used for bUildings and 
fine furniture. It also produced an abundant supply of sweet nuts favored by wildlife and peo­
ple. 

Through the American Chestnut Foundation's past effo~ we now know that the chest­
nut l1light problem has asolution. Bringing back the Chestnut Trees to their rightful place in our 
forests can be a reality. Dr. Charles Burnham, one of the founders of the foundation, introduced 
the backcross method of breeding as the way to achieve our ultimate goal of establishing 
breeding popUlations of blight resistant American Chestnuts, each of which will be adapted to 
a different growth zone in the natural range. 

The Pennsylvania Chapter was organized in 1995 as an affiliate of the American 
Chestnut Foundation, a privately supported, non-profit organization founded in 1983. The 
chapter needs your support in its efforts to help restore the American Chestnut Trees to 
our state forests. For membership brochures and further information contact 
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