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To your Health (Day

Ken Leinart
editor@hometownclinton.com

There’s a sort of informal
rule at Briceville Elementary
School: You can't get out of
first grade until you've held
afish.

Friday morning Briceville
Elementary held it's 15th
Annual Coal Creek Health
Day and volunteer Charlie
Saylor explained that rule to
the first graders lining the
banks of the creek behind
“the school.

15th Annual
Coal Creek
Health Day

“We had a fourth grader
out here one year who had
never held a fish,” he told the
gathered students. “But he'd
Jjust moved here that year, so
he got a pass.”

Saylor then had the stu-
dents holding fish — real
live things that wiggled and
flopped in their hands with
much screeching and gig-
gling like only first graders
can — while he told them
what kind of fish it was.

“That’s a redline darter,”
he told one student. “He's

See HEALTH, Page 7A

The University of Tennesse's Joyce Coombs shows Briceville students Logan Vanover and
Tyson Powers a fish taken from Coal Creek during Coal Creek Health Day. — Ken Leinart
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kinda small, try this one.”

It's the stories the volun-
teers tell and the experience
the students receive that
make Coal Creek Health Day
more than just a day of learn-
ing — it makes it a fun out-

ing.

“The kids found a big fish, a
bass, one year — we find one
every year — and they named
it ‘Rocky,™ Coal Creek Wa-
tershed Foundation’s Carol
Moore said. “Every year those
kids are looking for Rocky.”

Moore and Barry Thacker
are the backbone of the Coal
Creek Watershed Founda-
tion.

They are responsible for
Coal Creek Health Day, as
well a plethora of projects
centered on the students of
Briceville.

“There aren't enough words
to describe the impact Barry
has had on the children of
this school,” Briceville educa-
tor Janis Bishop said,

While biologists and wvol-
unteers scour the creek to
determine the “health” of the
stream, they also explain to
the students what they are
finding and why it’s so im-
portant. And that learning
experience is repeated in the

classroom.

Bishop, who heads the
school's technology lab, uses
the Coal Creek Watershed
Foundation’s web page as a
teaching tool throughout the
year.

“I can use their web page
and make a PowerPoint pre-
sentation and it gets the kids
involved,” she said. “They look
at that page and maybe find a
picture of themselves. It cre-
ates a fun environment.”

Coal Creek Health is held
on the last Friday of October.
The first couple of years of
the event students also re-
ceived a free checkup from
volunteer doctors and den-
tists, but as school nurses and
in-school medical facilities
became more accessible, that
practice was halted.

“We tied in their physical
health tp the health of their
environment,” Moore said.
“Let me tell you, there were
some really disappointed
doctors and dentists when we
quit having them up here.”

And volunteers do make the
event what it is — fun and ex-
citing for the students.

Take Saylor, who has at-
tended every Coal Creek
Health Day.

“He's with TVA,” Barry
Thacker noted. “Actually, he's
retired from TVA, but he's
here every year.”









