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R In the last half of the 1800s, the Welsh in America —
N published books in their native language at a time when it GAM E TEXT =
was illegal to do so in Great Britain. Coal Creek miners e
Rees R. Thomas and his son David R. Thomas donated a Lol
rare collection of those books to Harvard University. BOTH 6[ DES EE
“The Welsh of Tennessee” (2012) by Dr. Eirug Davies of &
Harvard University tells how Welsh miners and iron ;
workers helped East Tennessee rebuild after the American o
Civil War, while preserving their native language and =
culture. That book recognizes research by Briceville o N
students, proving that learning is an unbroken circle in ‘\_/‘
Coal Creek.
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: Powell Harmon wrote a farewell letter before &J
~ suffocating in the Fraterville Mine in 1902 that said, “My =
boys, never work in the coal mines.” His eldest son, SAM E TEXT L
Briceville student Condy Harmon, knew that honoring such —
a request would subject his family to hardship. BOTH 6{ DE6 p-:-'-:.
L
Family came first, so Condy quit school to mine coal (a4
and support his mother, brothers, and sisters. He never ;:
married, and died at age 24 in the 1911 Cross Mountain §_>
Mine explosion. To this day, Harmon descendants, as well
as Briceville students, honor his sacrifice by graduating 6 }
from high school and college. What a fitting tribute that is
to a Briceville student from long ago.
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