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Preserving Coal Creek
Mining History

By: Barry Thacker, P.E.
Coal Creek Watershed
Foundation, Inc.




Field trip with Briceville
students to Wiley Cemetery
to see the headstone of
Henry Howard Wiley (HHW)...

He was a civil engineer and opened
the first commercial coal mine in TN
in 1847. He later amassed 40,000
acres of land containing rich coal
reserves, which was the basis for his
founding Coal Creek Mining and
Manufacturing Company:
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native language...

According to Dr. Eirug Davies from Harvard, Welsh
miners came to East Tennessee after the Civil War to
escape persecution in Great Britain. The Welsh in
America wrote and published books to preserve their
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Welsh miners from 10
states competed in the

eisteddfod in Knoxville in

1890 and Chattanooga in
1891. They became
known as the Dixie

Eisteddfod.
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It was reminiscent of “Roots” when Alex Haley found Kunta Kinte in Africa...

Miner’s book brings
Welshman to Brlcewlle

WALES: Mony miners in
the area of Coof Cresk, now
Loke City, coma from Wales

ond 90 Monday 0 Harvard
prafessor Fram Waes told

Briceville students obout
their hesitage.

BY DONMA SMITH
Dak RIDGER STAFF

BRICEVILLE = In the
late 1800s, David R
Thomas gave a book
written i the Welsh lan
guage to his father, Rees
R Thomas, as a token of
ihelr fnendship

That ook, along with
David Thomas' inscrip-
ticn showing the gift
came from Coal Cresk,
Tenn., was found later by
Harvard professor Eirug
Davies, himseil a Welsh-
man like the Thomases,
in the Harvard library.
The books written in the
Welsh language were do
| nated to Harvard by
| David Thimas.
| This weekend Davies

along with area residents
Barry Thacker and Caral
Moore, of the nonprofil
Coal Creek Watershed

Loke City.
Foundation, found Rees
R. Thomas grave in the
Wiley Cemetery in Lake
City.

| was 50 excited | was

fram the Horvard Univarsity

Welsh immigrants may not have discovered America,
but they did leave their mark on our history and culture

BRICEVILLE — Did the Welsh discover

‘Well, probably not, but don't
There are those in lofty

KIERNAN ARCHER

'E\'E:f}'[h Kwle Leinaps, left, and Carrfe Neland show the fifth grade class ar Briceville

Elementary Sehool o Welsh flag that Eirug Duvies, o researcher from sof
SEE MUNB Hurvand University, pove thewm, Davies gave the elass o brie of presentarion,

explaining whar life wos like in Briceville in the lare 18005, ay well as the

e impact the Welsh culiire had on the town,

i

s mulmw
Wielsh schokar Eirug Davies, right, and Briceville Ebementary Scheol fifth-grader Ricky

= Balley, 11 visit the Community Churah in Briceville. Davies, a retired electrical en-

gineer with the l-lrFumewlmlsanvaﬂ!HmUnmgmiawhlshmmhahml
their Welsh coal mining beritage, The church was bullt in 1888 by Imi

coal mineds, and its churchyard contalns the graves of 22 miners killed in the
Fratersville and Cross Mountain coal mine disasters.

Welsh literature in America, That led ~ cf
i Thacker

ienis,

to Briceville with Barry canducting
and Carol Moore of the Witershed research and writing
Foundation and Geo,/ Envi al chnical for the Air Force, he
Amuclal:eqlnr‘_ammlhmgﬂn‘n spent his off hours ferreting out Welsh
providing and literature written in the Unired Ststes.
Pm'imnme-nnien neering desi
mcr:ﬁmmnmg‘mdm usmf’ See JOURNAL on B2




Welsh traditions mold renowned Knox surgeon

FRED
BROWN
Appalachian

Joiral

Dr. John Kesterson draws

on long line of coal miners

g, Johin Eesterson, a renowmned
Enoeville surgeon known for his
imnowative techniques with scalpel and
suture, is a senall man, chipper and
cherub-faced, Looking at hirm, you'd
never suspect e comes from a
prosperous line of 19th-century Welsh
coal miners who arrived in Appatachia

and Coal Creek with Hitle mote than the

cloithes they were wearing, boals they

enjoyed reading and neroc-sharp minds
The real lowdown on Eesterson is
this: He was bom in LaFollette on Mo,
26, 1918, the great-great-grandson
E. Thomas, a Welsh ooal minet, who
arrived in Coal Cresk about 1870, and
the great-grandson of Travid . Thomas,
son of Bees, David Thomsas was also
instrumental in starting the Knooville
iron industry, of which The Foundry
banquet hall was once a part.
Krsterson's mother, Bess Banes, who

is descended from David Thormas, was a
F-vear-nld girl the day the Fraterville coal

of Rees

mine exploded nesr Bricevilles in 902

“1 am 50 keenly proud of my dad,”
sabd] John Eesterson

Kestersom's fither, Charles, was a oo
miner, first as a youngster in Kentucky
and then in Coal Creek, today knosm |
Lake City, When Charles Kcﬂisl_t:::rsun |

roposed marrisge 1o Bess, she tumec

Ej.m dievwrn at Frsﬁ:&ausc she refused
I'.I'hl.l'.l"'i' | MITEL,

"'d}"ml:ldﬂ'ﬂi] very wisely, I thinl
— she's from Welsh coal miners and

Sea JOURNAL on BY

Backbone of an industry

hey were Welsh
maostly.

First and second genera-
tion immigranis, miners
and steel workers by trade,
who had fled persecution in
England to find peace and
prosperity.

Many found that.

Many found hard times |

and heartache.

But, mllu-.'llwly, 1h<y hcl'rn:d
change the face of an indostry that
wiis the backbone und o black mark
om the Amesica dream.

The Welsh coal miners who
came to East Tennessee, via the
conlfields of Pennsylvanin, broughi
three things with them: Work ethic,
lowe of education und tolerance for
others

Barry Thacker of the Coal Creek
Watershed Foundation and Dr.
Juhn Kesterson, a retired surgeon
and the great-great-grindson of
Welsh miners who worked in the
turkness below Anderson County,
gove a history lesson to students at
Briceville Elementiry School last
week,

The lesson shattered some ste-
reofypes, gave o vivid account of
contnbutions by the Welsh miners
of the area and, perhaps most im-

Story and photos
by Ken Leinart

Giving a history lesson, Dr Joln Ketserson (Fght) and Barry Thacker of the Coal Creek Watershed

Foundarion talk with students ar Briceville Elementary School last week.

portantly, gave a message of hope
through examples of the past.
But first, you have 1o think about it
Thacker pointed out that usaally
when someone thought of a coal
miner, especinlly in the lte 1800 and

early 190X, the picture wasn't nec-
essurily o preiy one.

The words, “dirty,” and “illiterate™
most often came to mind.

But the Welsh miners who wiorked
for the Coal Creek Coal Company in

KEN LEINART

1902 were more thin that.
“They built schools. They by
churches, The Welsh cherished edu-

* WELSH to 8-A
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Dr. John Kesterson
reads from the Bible
hi& great-great-
grandparents
brought from

Wales in the 18405,
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DIGGING FOR LOST HISTORY

Volunteers hope
they can uncarth
sitc of opera house
BY BOS FOWLER

N Lt W |

BRICEVILLE — Armed with shov-
¢ls, spades and hope, students
joined archaeologists Friday in
a bid to unearth remnants of an
opera bouse in a once-thriving
ooal-mining community.

Much of the building’s story
is lost in the mists of time, said
Barry Thacker, president of the
nonprofit Coal Creek Watershed
Foundation Inc

This much s known: The Odd
Fellow Opera House was built
in the early 1890s in th
Briceville, could seat 300 people
and rivaled the courthouse a5 An-
dierson County's most impressive
stricture.

A century ago, it was the hub
of sctivities for Briceville, a then-
bustling community of 6,000 sur-
rounded by coal mines in the fool-
hills of the Cumberiand Moun-
mins,

Musical competitions were
held there, al with legal pro-
ceedings, literary club mestings
and other social events. There's
no recand, however, that an opera
was ever performed indde

Made of wood with o promi-
nent clock tower, the two-story

|-

Briceville Opera House burned
down in 1918,

Today, it's even uncertain
where the building once stood,
but researchers think i rmast e
been next to the current Briceville
Elementary School,

The Odd Fellow Opera House in Bricevilke, is shown in this undated pho-
tey by 'W.L. Wilson. The opera house ks believed to have been built in
the carly 1890 and bumed circa 1918

AL CHREEK FOL

URDATION

“This is the only big flat spot in
the amea, and it was a g building.”
Thacker said. "Where else could
you have bl i7"

A faded of the building
showing a ridge line in the back-
ground alsoputs its ety location

The big dig in search of Briceville’s Opera House

e

Projects teaching students to take
pride in their coal mining heritage

JUE HOWELL/MEWS SENTINEL

Tavwesn Parymad stiches hils hanad undler the sift box during an archoeobeaizal dig to find the foundation of the Odd Feliow Opera Howse in Bricoville,
on the grounds of Briceville Elementary School.



Solemnity gives way
to celebration of lives
lost in Fraterville disaster

forwlerbeaikmras. com

LAKE CITY — They came from as far
away as Michigan, as near as the next
hillside.

They gathered at the base of an an-
cient obelisk on a sun-drenched knall
in a cemetery behind a rural Baptist
church in Anderson C

And as the “Mystery Mn:mmaln
Boys" sang a haunting ballad of min-
ers' lives lost, a plaque was planted in
concrete to forever remember those
men and boys,

Descendents of many of those killed
in the Fraterville Mine Disaster cele-
brated their ancestors Thursday, the
103rd anniversary of the calamity,

They mingled among concentric
circles of headstones — from large
and elahorate to small and simple —
marking the final resti for 89
kg i el

The Fraterville Miners" Circle in the
la0-year-old Leach Cemetery behind

Miners resting place
makes natlonal registry

Clear Branch Baptist Church was ded-

icated officially Thursday as the newest
addition to the National Register of
Historic Places.

That register is reserved for those
special places in America “that define

who we are 58 a people and a nation.”
said Barry r, head of the Coal
Creek Watershed I'Gu::lda.'r.l.urL

That nonprofit group seeks to im-
prove that ereek and the land around
it, a5 well as the bves of those who Bve
nearby. Members applied for the na-

Barry Thacker,
helps Maye

a medallion
Thursday

Thacker, and
dren from
Briceviile sct
watch,

tional designation.

In the past, the mmvemry |
mining disaster has been a
casion, Thacker said.

This year, descendents i
Briceville School students to ool
the lives of those Welsh immiy
who carved lives for themselves
remote, coal-rich hollows

e, then known as Frate

Ina brlu:!'histurr lesson, Th

TENNESSEE

HISTORICAL COMMISSION

ter, wearing red,
Davies, keft, place

proclaiming the
Fratervilbe Minars'
Circle on the Na-
tional Register of
Historic Places as
John Stooksbury,
to the right of

cen-

Road sign honors 216 lost miners

Unveiling took place 104
years atter Fraterville
miine explosion
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the F
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through the mine and killed 236
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ley's great-grandfather,
H. Slover.

Lowise Melson of Knoxville,
whose grandiather, David De-
Ziern, died in the mine, said she
s ichdened by the anniversary

T iz gl the mirers are being ne-
% membened.

State lywmakers Sen. R:nrhr
MeMally, R-Ouk Ridge, and

§ Les Winndnghasm, D-H

msored a resolution
way luu'iurrwm?m

saich Harry Thacker, head of Coal

Creek Watershed Foundation

Ten
thee mitial and scrawled o

nre ﬁpmg their las:
'l'hmc messages were pub-
lished in newspapers anound the
country. "It was the first time
people knew a coal miner's

coak-mining's
dnwmdledmmntnl’ctr
Fr‘ld.'l"'i event is part of a

stepped-up effort o drow atten-

messages of love and |

thon bo an area stoeped in histo-  REER

ry. Thacker said. There's even

:i.'lk. he said, of Lake City re-

wnulgln Lhnnpn:]‘ name —
'L.mi.

Bmfmr.mmw
roachwd at BES-481- 3605
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Bricoville Demontary School shatent Mathon Smith, center, ks boosled
wup by Sen. Randy McNally, B-Oak Ridge, keft, aned Rep. Les Winning-
= ham, D-Huntsvilke, as he prepanes 10 urneed the new mad sign me-
rmorializing the Frateryille rminers who died, Lssmrakers donned ban-
danas similar 1o those wom by miners during the Cosl Creek Yar
of 1891592




David R. Thomas was a leader of the miners during the
Coal Creek War and he retired from the Fraterville
Mine three months before it exploded
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It wasn’t scholars or historians who

preserved Welsh literature for posterity in Eirug Davies
the last half of the 19t century, but

Tennessee coal miners who did.

This book tells how the Welsh helped develop
Tennessee’s fledgling iron, coal, zinc, and

Dr. Davies will be visiting Knoxville in copper industries after the Civil War. David R.

October to promote his book and will Thomas, a coal miner from Coal Creek,
. Tennessee, had the foresight to donate to
lecture on the topic at the East

_ Harvard University a unique collection of
Tennessee History Center Welsh books published in America.
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In the tradition of
the early Welsh
miners, Briceville

compete in Dixie

document the
oral history of

students

Eisteddfod
literary

ining in Coal
Creek
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Jacob Sharp, left, and Nathan Jobe toll the bell
of Briceville Community Church 84 times for
victims of the Cross Mountain Mine disaster.
The boys are students at Briceville Elemen-

tary School who got the bell-ringing honar by
winning an essay contest about the disaster.




Briceville students are starting a new adventure, this time assisting Fred Brown with research
for his upcoming book, Oh God, for one more breath, about Coal Creek, its mines and people.

knoxnews

Knoxville News Sentinel

Radar finds unmarked graves from 110-year-
old mining disaster

S By B Fow
Itinerant miners. - = Fe Smaramy, Wy 15, 2012
local: tlcs _- ydies - o je itine i s A BRICEVILLE — High-tech gear is baing used to unravel the saddest mystery in one of
claimed after the 190; g riv - histery's most tragic mining disssters.

Dﬂﬂopwamel Grid (20x10m) With Briceville Elemeniary students watching, archaeclogists from University of
GPR Anomalies
Anomaly

Disturbed Area

Tennessee searched Friday for unmarked graves of itinerant miners whao died in the
Fraterville Mining Disaster.

"There are pecple out hare” graduate student Daniel Brodk pronounoced as he mowved
& ground pensatrating radar devioa over the badckyard of Cwean Bailey, a 98-year-cld
ratired Briceville miner

“Wae should get a good idea how many there are,” Brodk said

Two hundred and sixteen miners, mest of them Welch, wene killed in the May 19,
1802, disaster at the Anderson County coal mine

Twenty-six miners slowly sulfocated in baricaded rooms, where several of them had
time to sorewl hesn-rending farewell messages

All of the bodies were placed next to & railroad trestle on the spur line that led to the
mine for relatives fo daim

Some 3] itinerant miners’ bodies were unclaimed and buried next to the spur — some
with fieldstone grave markers but most in unmarked grawves.

Archaeologist Daniel Brock, preparesto rolla
ground penetrating radar device over the
unmarked graves of itinerant miners killed in

the 1902 Fraterville Mine Disaster Friday in
“Mr. Bailey came by and said. "You know, 8 bunch of those miners sre buried in my Briceville. From left: Jonah Wilson, Eddie
badkysrd," " recalled foundation member Carol Moore Sommerfelt, Brock, Autumn Barber

Foundars of the Coal Creek Watershed Foundation learnad of the itinerant minears
final resting spot in 2000, when the nonprofit was taking shape, said Barry Thadker,
president of the organization

archaeologist Jennifer McDonough and Sam

"l smid, "eah, right" "
Goins. (BOB FOWLER/MEWS SENTIMEL)

But research, incduding an old Southern Railroad map, confirmed Bailey's assertion,

=1
Results of the study will make a great illustration for Fred’s book!




Teasers from Fred Brown’s upcoming book, as read to students on their history field trip...

Story about the Welsh miners who developed the first mine in Coal
Creek in 1867 as told by B. Rule Stout, engineer and director of Coal
Creek Mining and Manufacturing Company (CCMM(C()...

Their power for hauling coal to the outside was one heavy-built,
duck-legged bull, and this bull for several months pulled all the coal
mined. But development increased as well as production, so the
bull was replaced by two short-legged, stout, little mules.

Then the ingratitude, the tragedy... That patient, hard-pulling bull
that had faithfully done his part in developing the mine was
butchered, and his meat divided around among the families of all
the miners.

| They should have choked!

B. Rule Stout

Now we know why the Welsh miners lost their jobs to convict labor in 1877...

It was the revenge of the duck-legged bull!

You’ll have to read Fred’s book to learn how early directors of CCMMC gave Knoxuville its
Lawson McGhee Library, McGhee Tyson Airport, and the McClung Historical Collection...

Do you know that after 140 years, CCMMC is still in business, now as The Coal Creek Company?
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New life at old strip mine: Students plant trees ,Mfi Regional
as part of reclamation effort THE Reforestation
:::I;:?:::‘; :r: 040 at ridnight éﬁgﬁ%gﬁ Initiative

LAKE CITY - An army of children FOUNDATION

waaring bright-graen bandanas planted a

forest wortn of ress atop an old sinp el o ol > i .

mine ste Manday. TACF predicts that, “Restoration of the Amerlcan

I:an'yhg EFE'HBE- and arange ﬂ|m|f‘g

boles. 110 chilaren from four seNo0ls chestnut will be the greatest environmental

1 Iraded books Tor Ducksls af ree t
3 seacings. achlevement of the 21%t century...”

Thay plantzd hundrads of Amerizan
chastnuts thal theyd grown slncs
Febnuary In pols In thelr classrooms.

EEOTO Y BOh FOWLEE & By T P

vika Chy Midd e Schoc] sludants Celés Dfatmn, BT,
ared Alg Py (g=] Falp Coal Caek Co. Genaial |
Marmger Bren] Ual sy, canler, Skl e s ol a=ckl
WS T ale N Selermon Cously

years-lang effort to bring back American ch(®
around the Coal Creek watershed.

The chestnut, onoe king of Easbern foress,
vanished.

American Chestnut
Restoration Project with The
Coal Creek Company




Most coal mining in Tennessee is now done as re-mining on formerly abandoned mine land.
Researchers have found that trees grow twice as fast on FRA sites as in a natural forest...

-+ ~After re-mining and restoration by
1 the Forestry Reclamation Approach
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Passspn) Cimomreny Ui, Cozas Wl saasns Fisssires
The 2001 recipienes of the Cool Creek Wirtershed Foumdation sholarfahips are, senied,

Megan Dugger and Sarh Hyrpe. Standing in back, from ieft. are Trler Viandenprifl, Ricky
Hatley, Kyle Letnart and Jonathan Towr.

Six receive $40,000 in scholarships from
Coal Creek Watershed Foundation

Coal, Creck Watershed because 'l hire fom.™ sl 1o prarwie carcery in the
Foundation mwarded $80,000  Tyler Vanderprid¥ end Ricky  medicalMeslthcan ield,
i aciaokershaps do ax vedents. Badley will esch receive 30]1 Byrge will anend Lincoln
with diverse imlerests. Kev, Koy Daigherty Menke  Memarnial University and
T qpuabify fixr these schal-  rial Scholasshi for §7.5000  Towe will stensd East Ten-
urships, these former mudents.  Vandergnll wants 1o be- neswse Simn Univensity,
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< So far, we’ve helped 32 of |
and © byl
“i| our scholars attend college... |

- ¥ ' 1 HES Bl mfoen=
amhips were presentdd al creste o dish that chnmges five fo eacel i middle schoo!
the Anderson Coimty High e landscape of the cultnary  and high school, knowing
School svands covemony on  worhd” they have the potendial to pet

For students who participate in our
projects, we offer scholarships

knoxnews

Knoxville News Sentinel

Coal Creek grads return to help
Scholars aim to keep students in school, break poverty cycle

By Bob Fowler

Saturday, December 20, 20062

BRICEVILLE - lzolated by mountains, thet main
income sowce tapped out, many inhakbitantzs of tis
small former coakmining towan lead hardscrabble
lives.

Only 5 percent are college gracustes, but &
nonprofit group iz changing that.

On Friday, ninevwinners of the Coal Creek
Wigtershed Foundstion's annual scholarships
retuned to Briceville Elementary School.

one is novva mental heatth therapist. Another
recent college graduste i a company's
administrative sssistant. Others, dill in college, plan
to be ateacher, anurse, & paralegal. Mozt are the
first people in their families to go to college.
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Jonathan Sharp, freshman at Eastem
kentucky University, and other Coal Creek
Schalars telling current Briceyille
Elementary School students about the
importance of a college education.

“Ten years ago, | sat in this seat, and if | can finish
high school and go to college, so can you”

" g tired of being broke " said Amy Dugger, the first winner of the foundation's annual 510,000

zcholarship. "College hasz really paid off for me "

Withaout her higher education, "'y be warking st MoDonald's," said Dugger, the therapist, noaw with a

master's degree in peycholoogy .
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Invitation to atter-rd our Coal | wﬁ%ﬂgﬁ%gfﬂ
Creek War Reunion at Fort | SUNNY SIDE.

Anderson on Militia Hill on
Friday, May 17, 2013...

S

As part of the festivities, Briceville
students will mount the National
Register plaque with Tennessee
National Guard personnel, and Fred
Brown will interview descendants of
war veterans for his book.

= MINING N COAL CREEK:
CONELICT & COURAGE

D to it abundance of natural resources, the Appalachian
mgion once produced most of the nabion's coal. In 1870, when
the Southem Raflroad was extendead to the ama from Encaville to
Coal Creek { now Lake City), new coal mines opened. An influx of
laborers from as far as Walss came to work in the new mines. Most
of the mining operations eventually used comvict labor, displacing
oy fres minets from theirjobs. mmmmmzmunm
town of Briceville, free miner: mbeliad by attackdng and
prison stockades and compary mmmmmofcm
were freed, and dozens of miners and miliamen were killed o
wounded in small-arms skimmishes. In the end, the free miners of
the “Coal Creek War™ ware instrumental in abolishing the
convict lease system in Termesses in 1506,

Coal ming explosions at Frateville on May 19, 1902, and
Briceville on December 9, 1911, killed nearly 200 miners in the
Coal ek watershed of Anderson County. Most disd instantly,
but some Left polgnant farewell massages, written while awatting
death. The Fraterville explosion was the thind-womt coal
mining disaster in U5 history. To honer those whe perished in
the Fraterville Mine Disaster of 1002, a section of Highway
116 stretching throwgh the Coal Cresk aea was mnamed the
“Fraterville Minsrs Memoral Bighway,” and new highway dgns
ware unvelled on the 104th of the disaster
mwmmemm mnm “Coal
= it Creek Mine Disaster Bural Site”
v signs. A salf-guided towr begins
at Longfield Cometery.

Disastars 'Like this wera
safly common in Southem
Appalachia. In the 25 years
following Fraterville, 2400
mining worksrs have died in
dmilar explodons.
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In the Trenches Answering the Attack of the Miners.




Also, students will be competing in the 2013 Dixie Eisteddfod during the ceremony:

Categories will include essays to document the oral history of the Coal Creek War and
a recitation of B. Rule Stout’s “THE SNARK ”...

Boys, have you heard that sneaking Snark,
That prowls the mountains after dark,
With grisly, grim, and gruesome features,
And eats up dogs and other creatures?

I'm scared to death!
He may be gone for most a year 2
Then suddenly he'll reappear What can | do:
And when he screams and snorts and roars
You'd better keep inside the doors.

He's coming after
I've heard the chill Whang-doo-dle growl, I '
The Wampus wail, the Werewolf howl, m-m-me: or y-y-you.
The Lobo and the Wild Dog bark-

"Great Caesar's ghost,” | heard that Snark!




Finally, if you attend the Coal [
Creek War Reunion, leave by |
dark or face the wrath of
Dick Drummond’s ghost...

From the Office of Paranormal
Studies, “We were getting
05/16/2008 weird emf readings all night at

Drummond Bridge.”

Near the end of the Coal
Creek War, miner Dick
Drummond got into a

| | fight with an officer over

||| agirl. It took a squad of

| soldiers to subdue him

- and he was later found
Dick Drummond served in the lynched from what is
Navy before becoming a miner now known as : : A
at the Shamrock Mine in 1892 Drummond Bridge. B8 Officers at Fc.nnndun Garrison

B mr




For more information about efforts to preserve Coal
## Creek mining history, visit www.coalcreekaml.com.
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...Briceville Elementary School students planting American chestnuts at Fort Anderson on Militia Hill

during their annual mining history field trip.



