100" Anniversary of the Cross Mountain Mine Disaster
Briceville, Tennessee
Friday, 9 December 2011

9:00 a.m. Memorial Service at Briceville Community Church/Cemetery, which
was built in 1888 by Welsh coal miners and listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.... After an opening prayer, the church
bell will toll, names of miners will be read, songs written to honor
them will be sung, and farewell messages will be recited. Then, we
want to hear from descendants of the Cross Mountain miners. The
names of the 84 miners who died in 1911 are listed on the attached
memorial program from 1912.

10:30 a.m. Dedication of Cross Mountain Miners’ Circle in Briceville being listed
on the National Register of Historic Places, while Tony Thomas and
students from Briceville Elementary School sing, “Will the Circle Be
Unbroken.”

11:15 a.m. Tour of the abandoned portal site in Slatestone Hollow. Tennessee
coal miners created a living memorial to Cross Mountain miners this
year by planting half a million trees on mine sites backfilled using
the Forestry Reclamation Approach. Descendants can enrich that
region-wide memorial by planting six American chestnut seedlings
beside the old Cross Mountain Mine portal -- one for each of the five
miners rescued in 1911 (Milton Henderson, William Henderson,
Dore Irish, Arthur Scott, and Irving Smith), and one for mine rescue
crews then and now.

Sponsored by: Coal Creek Watershed Foundation, Inc.
3502 Overlook Circle, Knoxville, TN 37909
865-584-0344 www.coalcreekaml.com




“WILL THE CIRCLE BE UNBROKEN" LYRICS

| was standing by my window
On a cold and cloudy day
When | saw the hearse come rolling
For to carry my brothers away.

Will the circle be unbroken
By and by Lord, by and by
There's a better home awaiting
In the sky Lord, in the sky.

Well | followed close behind them
Tried to hold up and be brave
But | could not hide my sorrow

When they laid them in their graves.

Will the circle be unbroken
By and by Lord, by and by
There's a better home awaiting
In the sky Lord, in the sky.

Well, | went home, home was lonely
For my brothers they were gone
And all my family there was cryin’
For our home felt sad and alone.

Will the circle be unbroken
By and by Lord, by and by
There's a better home awaiting
In the sky Lord, in the sky.

We sang the songs of childhood,
Hymns of faith that made us strong,
Ones our brothers had taught us,
Hear the angels sing along

Will the circle be unbroken
By and by Lord, by and by
There's a better home awaiting
In the sky Lord, in the sky.

There's a better home awaiting
In the sky Lord, in the sky...
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